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reform plans from 26 agencies. A mere fraction
of the initiatives described in the plans will
save more than $10 billion over the next 5
years; as progress continues, we expect to be
able to deliver savings far in excess of that fig-
ure.

I would add that the costs of final, economi-
cally significant rules reviewed by the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs were actu-
ally higher in 2007 and 2008 than in the first 2
years of my Administration. And in 2009 and
2010, the benefits of such rules—including not
only monetary savings but also lives saved and
illnesses prevented—exceeded the costs by
tens of billions of dollars.

Your letter draws attention to the rules list-
ed on this year’s regulatory agenda. Under
both Republican and Democratic administra-
tions, the agenda is merely a list of rules that
are under general contemplation, provided to
the public in order to promote transparency.
Before any such rules can be issued, they must
be subject to a long series of internal and exter-
nal constraints, including the rulemaking re-
quirements of the Administrative Procedure
Act and the new burden-reducing, cost-saving
requirements of Executive Order 13563. Many
rules listed on an agenda, in any given year, are
not issued.

You also ask for a list of pending rules that
would cost over $1 billion. As noted, the regu-
latory agenda includes a large number of rules
that are in a highly preliminary state, with no
reliable cost estimate. I can assure you that all
rules that the Administration promulgates, in-
cluding and especially the expensive rules, are
very carefully scrutinized for conformity to the
law and Executive Order 13563.

At the present time, seven rules have been
proposed to the public with an estimated annu-
al cost in excess of $1 billion; they are listed as
an appendix to this letter. Of course, these
rules are merely proposed, and before finaliz-
ing any of them, we will take account of public
comments and concerns and give careful con-
sideration to cost-saving possibilities and alter-
natives.

I look forward to working closely with you to
produce a regulatory system that will, in the
words of Executive Order 13563, “protect pub-
lic health, welfare, safety, and our environment
while promoting economic growth, innovation,
competitiveness, and job creation.”

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released an annex to this letter.

Remarks on Surface Transportation and Federal Aviation Administration
Reauthorization Legislation
August 31, 2011

Good morning, everybody. Please have a
seat. I want to say a few words about an issue
that affects thousands of American workers,
as well as millions of Americans who drive on
our Nation’s roads and bridges every single
day.

At the end of September, if Congress
doesn’t act, the transportation bill will ex-
pire. This bill provides funding for highway
construction, bridge repair, mass transit
systems, and other essential projects that
keep our people and our commerce moving
quickly and safely. And for construction
workers and their families across the coun-

try, it represents the difference between
making ends meet or not making ends
meet.

If we allow the transportation bill to expire,
over 4,000 workers will be immediately fur-
loughed without pay. If it’s delayed for just 10
days, it will lose nearly $1 billion in highway
funding. That’s money we can never get back.
And if it’s delayed even longer, almost 1 mil-
lion workers could lose their jobs over the
course of the next year.

That includes some of the folks behind me
today. We’ve got Adam Vencill and Chris Neg-
ley, who are with the Federal Highway Admin-
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istration [KCI Technologies].* We’ve got Hec-
tor Sealey and Austin Anderson, who work for
the Fort Myers Construction Company [Fort
Myer Construction Corporation].* If we don’t
extend this bill by the end of September, all of
them will be out of a job, just because of poli-
tics in Washington.

And that’s just not acceptable; that’s inex-
cusable. It’s inexcusable to put more jobs at
risk in an industry that’s already been one of
the hardest hit over the last decade. It’s inex-
cusable to cut off necessary investments at a
time when so many of our highways are choked
with congestion, when so many of our bridges
are in need of repair, when so many commut-
ers depend on reliable public transit, and when
travel and shipping delays cost businesses bil-
lions of dollars every single year. 

Now, if this story sounds familiar, that’s be-
cause we’ve heard it before. Just a few weeks
ago, Congress refused to act on another bill,
typically a routine bill, that would have ended
up pulling thousands of aviation workers off
the job and delaying necessary airport im-
provement projects across the country. And
when Congress finally got their act together,
they only funded the FAA until September 16.
That’s why, when they come back next month,
not only do they need to pass the transporta-
tion bill, but they’ve also got to pass a clean ex-
tension of that FAA bill—for longer this
time—and address back pay for the workers
who were laid off during the last shutdown.

At a time when a lot of people in Washing-
ton are talking about creating jobs, it’s time to
stop the political gamesmanship that can actu-
ally cost us hundreds of thousands of jobs. This
should not be a Democratic issue or a Republi-
can issue. This transportation bill has been re-
newed seven times in the last 2 years alone.
That’s why my Secretary of Transportation,
Ray LaHood, a Republican, is with me today,
along with David Chavern from the Chamber
of Commerce and Rich Trumka of the
AFL–CIO—two organizations who don’t al-
ways see eye to eye on things—because they

agree on how important it is for our economy
that Congress act now.

So I’m calling on Congress, as soon as they
come back, to pass a clean extension of the sur-
face transportation bill, along with a clean ex-
tension of the FAA bill, to give workers and
communities across America the confidence
that vital construction projects won’t come to a
halt. 

After that’s done, I’m also proposing that we
reform the way transportation money is invest-
ed to eliminate waste, to give States more con-
trol over the projects that are right for them,
and to make sure that we’re getting better re-
sults for the money that we spend. We need to
stop funding projects based on whose districts
they’re in and start funding them based on how
much good they’re going to be doing for the
American people. No more bridges to no-
where. No more projects that are simply fund-
ed because of somebody pulling strings. And
we need to do this all in a way that gets the pri-
vate sector more involved. That’s how we’re
going to put construction workers back to work
right now doing the work that America needs
done, not just to boost our economy this year,
but for the next 20 years.

Finally, in keeping with a recommendation
from my jobs council, today I’m directing cer-
tain Federal agencies to identify high-priority
infrastructure projects that can put people
back to work. And these projects—these are
projects that are already funded, and with
some focused attention, we could expedite the
permitting decisions and reviews necessary to
get construction underway more quickly while
still protecting safety, public health, and the
environment.

Tomorrow in Dallas, my jobs council will
meet with local jobs—local business owners
and other folks about what we’ve done so far to
rebuild our infrastructure and what we can do
to make sure that America is moving even fast-
er in getting people back to work.

That’s what we’re going to need to do in the
short term: keep people on the job, keep vital
projects moving forward, fund projects that are

 * White House correction.
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already underway in a smarter way. Of course,
if we’re honest, we also know that when it
comes to our Nation’s infrastructure—our
roads, our railways, mass transit, airports—we
shouldn’t just be playing patch-up or catch-up,
we should be leading the world. Ten years ago,
our Nation’s infrastructure was ranked 6th
globally; today, it’s 23d. We invest half as much
in our infrastructure as we did 50 years ago,
with more than one and a half the number of
people. Everybody can see the consequences.

And that’s unacceptable for a nation that’s
always dreamed big and built big, from trans-
continental railroads to the Interstate Highway
System. And it’s unacceptable when countries
like China are building high-speed rail net-
works and gleaming new airports while more
than a million construction workers who could
be doing the same thing are unemployed right
here in America.

And so when Congress is back next week, in
addition to passing these clean extensions to
prevent any halt on existing work, we’re going
to have to have a serious conversation in this
country about making real, lasting investments
in our infrastructure, from better ports to a
smarter electric grid, from high-speed Internet

to high-speed rail. And at a time when interest
rates are low and workers are unemployed, the
best time to make those investments is right
now, not once another levee fails or another
bridge falls. Right now is when we need to be
making these decisions.

Now is the time for Congress to extend the
transportation bill, keep our workers on the
job. Now is the time to put our country before
party and to give certainty to the people who
are just trying to get by. There is work to be
done. There are workers ready to do it. And
that’s why I expect Congress to act immediate-
ly.

And to all the folks who are here on the
stage, thank you for the outstanding work
you’re doing in helping to maintain our Na-
tion’s infrastructure. 

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to David C. Chavern, ex-
ecutive vice president and chief operating offi-
cer, U.S. Chamber of Commerce; and Richard
L. Trumka, president, AFL–CIO.

Memorandum on Speeding Infrastructure Development Through More Ef-
ficient and Effective Permitting and Environmental Review
August 31, 2011

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: Speeding Infrastructure Development
through More Efficient and Effective Permit-
ting and Environmental Review

To maintain our Nation’s competitive
edge, we must ensure that the United
States has fast, reliable ways to move peo-
ple, goods, energy, and information. In a
global economy, where businesses are mak-
ing investment choices between countries,
we will compete for the world’s investments
based in part on the quality of our infra-
structure. 

Investing in the Nation’s infrastructure brings
both immediate and long-term economic bene-
fits—benefits that can accrue not only where the
infrastructure is located, but also to communi-
ties all across the country. And at a time when
job growth must be a top priority, well-targeted
investment in infrastructure can be an engine of
job creation and economic growth. 

In partnership with State, local, and tribal
agencies, the Federal Government has a cen-
tral role to play in ensuring that smart infra-
structure projects move as quickly as possible
from the drawing board to completion.
Through permitting processes, Federal execu-
tive departments and agencies (agencies) en-
sure that projects are designed and construct-
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